
Sherri Dillow became the general manager of the Wolf Creek In-

dian Village & Museum on Aug. 29, 2011.  The Bland County 

resident previously worked for Bland County Social Services for 

four years before coming aboard the Indian Village team.   

ñIôm always excited about a challenge,ò Dillow said. ñI believe in 

this county and I feel we have something special to offer. I see 

huge potential for the Indian Village and am excited to be a part 

of it.ò 

Dillow noted her degree in organizational management which 

will serve her well in her new job. She earned her degree from 

Bluefield College. 

ñSam did an excellent job in rebuilding the village,ò Dillow 

added. ñMy work will be an extension of what heôs done.ò 

She was referring to Sam Wright, who resigned as general man-

ager Aug. 10 to take a teaching position at Giles High School this  
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school year. Wright became the Indian 

Villageôs general manager in mid-October 

2010. 

According to Dillow, the focus of her job 

will be obtaining grants and other funding 

for the complex. An emphasis on increas-

ing attendance is another of her goals. 

As general manager, she will oversee the 

staff and volunteers. Dillow plans to re-

vamp the volunteer program. 

Dillow is married to Randy ñHappyò Dil-

low, a deputy with the Bland County 

Sheriffôs Office. They have three daugh-

ters, Laken, Abigail and Randi. 

Dillow is an active member of Bland 

Community Church as well as a leader of 

her daughtersô Girl Scout club. 



Our History  

During the construction of Interstate 77, plans were made to re-channel Wolf Creek to make room for the Bastian, 

Virginia exit. During this process local resident Wayne Richardson contacted the then State Archeologist Howard 

MacCord about his suspicions of a Indian village site that would be disturbed by the construction of the interstate.  

In May 1970, Howard MacCord led the excavation of the site. The construction of the interstate was stopped for a 

very brief time to complete the dig. It was the first official state recognized archeology site (State # 44BD1)  in 

Bland County and named for Brown Johnston who owned the farm the site was located on.  The site gives a glimpse 

of a story of a people and their way of life long ago. 

In 1992, the community never forgot the memory of a village that had once stood in Bland County. Under the direc-

tion of George Schaeffer and members of the Bland County Historical Society a plan was implemented to create a 

museum dedicated to the history of the first Native American people who called the mountains of Bland County 

home. 

Funding was secured, community joined in and the village came back to life. In 1996, the re-creation of the village, 

based upon the archeology report, opened to the public. 

In October, 1998 the conventional museum building opened. In 2009, the Economic Development Authority took on 

the responsibility of operating the museum and is in the process of rebuilding the village. 

  In it's history, Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum has hosted visitors from just about every country and all 50 

states. Thousands of school age children have learned about First People history of the mountains and of the state of 

Virginia at Wolf Creek. 

Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum 

Our Mission 

To develop programs and projects to service the needs of students, scholars and visitors by maintaining two muse-

ums. A conventional museum and archive dedicated to American Indian Culture and research, with a re-created vil-

lage dedicated to the  preservation and interpretation of the Bland County Archeological site (44BD1 the Brown-

Johnston Site) on which the Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum was originally founded. 
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Wolf Creek Indian Village is 

undergoing a facelift!   

 

Plan to visit us to see what 

new structures have been built.  

 

The Village changes every 

day! 

Indian Village...rebuilt!  

Josiah Smith came to Wolf Creek Indian village and 

worked as a guide in late August of 2001 for one sea-

son. He returned in 2006 and has since worked as one 

of WCIV's valuable guides. 

When asked what is the best part of working for 

WCIV, Josiah answered,ò The people. I've literally 

met thousands of people from all over the world, all 

walks of life. Learning the similarities too. If you go 

back far enough you find we all used the same sur-

vival skills.  I have seen WCIV attract the outside 

world to Bland County. It brings people in and entices 

them to learn about the area and our history rather than 

just being a place to stop for gas and a biscuit before 

they continue on their way. Wolf Creek Indian Village 

& Museum literally put Bland County on many 

maps.ò 

Josiah sees the acknowledgment every day of WCIV 

from people all over the world but what he hopes for 

the future is for the museum to grow  even better and 

more recognition in Bland County to the benefits of 

having the museum here. ñMany people here in Bland 

County are unaware we even exist or do not see the 

museums benefit to the county.  

IThis museum can be a place to put more Bland coun-

tians to work if we can impress as much support from 

the people inside the county as much as we draw from 

outside.  

To do this job you have to be dedicated to the 

job, you have to be on top of your game as if 

you run or own the business yourself and put 

your best foot forward at all times. It's still very 

rewarding.ò 

Josiah Smith graduated from Bland County 

High school in 2000. He is the son of Mark 

Smith of Bishop, VA and Denise Smith of 

Rocky Gap, VA and has two sisters, Jaime Wil-

liams. 



Letôs plan a field trip! 

Thousands of students have toured Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum.  Students will 

see and feel what it was like in an Eastern Woodland Indian Village 500 years ago! 

Interpretive guides will lead them in a hands on exploration of living archeology skills that 

would have been needed by the Native Americans of the mountains of Virginia at that time 

period. 

The museum exhibits feature history of Native Americans from other regions of the coun-

try as well as Virginia Indians throughout the state of Virginia. 

This experience forms to the requirements of the Standards of Learning in Virginia and 

other school curriculum for all grades. 
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Prices are for pre-scheduled groups for 10 or more. 

Please call (276) 688-3438  or email us to schedule your group. 

School and Youth Group Rates 

¶ Students $6.00 

¶ Adults (one adult admitted free for every 10 students) 

¶ Additional Adults $7.00 

¶ Bus Driver-Free Admission 

mailto:info@indianvillage.org?subject=Contact%20WCIV


In 2009, the Bland County Economic Development Au-

thority assumed ownership of the Wolf Creek Indian Vil-

lage & Museum.  In an effort to encourage local tourism, 

the EDA feels that the property is certainly worth the in-

vestment to Bland County. While some repairs and re-

modeling at the Indian Village are ongoing, improve-

ments can be noticed on any given day. Also, the gift 

shop has doubled its inventory in the last year, and offers 

an array of related items for sale.  

If you have visited the Village, youôve certainly wit-

nessed the hard work of everyone involved, and can eas-

ily share in our excitement for the future of Wolf Creek 

Indian Village & Museum! 

The staff at Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum 

would like to send out a ñThank Youò to members of 

the Bland County EDA. We appreciate your efforts 

over the last year! 

Did you know? 
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EDA members:  

Chair  

David Dillow  

Members  

John martin  

Linda townley  

Kevin may  

Harold Andrews  

Jim starks  

Joe carr  

 

Hours of  Operation 

Monday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
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Family Day 

On June 11, 2011, Wolf Creek Indian Village hosted Family Day in the village. We had representatives 

of several different tribes set up in the village in different structures. Visitors could wander from  

structure to structure and learn about the different tribal cultures. Chief Jim Wilson and members of the 

Nuluti Equani Ehi Tribe (Near River Dwellers) of North Carolina, Red Hawk and members of the New 

Bulltown, Delaware Munsee tribe were on hand to answer questions and talk about their tribal cultures. 

Julia ñAhwa-holehò (Brown Eagle) Carter (Kesiah/Shawnee/Cherokee) and Darius ñAbso-

rokeeò (Crow) Carter  (Crow/Cherokee) were featured storytellers. 

  

ñIt was a lot of fun and a very good turn out. Members of the Black Diamond Girl Scout council at-

tended.  There were games, make a bead/trade a bead, we had a hide that was in the process of being 

tanned and needed to be hand stretched. The game was anyone who gestured with their hands you 

passed it to them and you had to stretch it until you could find someone else talking with their hands. 

Lot's of people stood with their hands behind their backs that day.  The storytelling was wonderful. We 

had a little storm but as Ahwa-holeh (Brown Eagle), was telling a story about thunder as she spoke 

about the thunder...it thundered!! Made the story come alive for sure,ò explained Denise Smith. 

 

We hope to announce the next Family Day event in the village very soon and hope 

you will join us. 

Pictured: Julia ñAhwa-holehò (Brown Eagle) Carter (Kesiah/Shawnee/Cherokee) 

and Darius ñAbso-rokeeò (Crow) Carter  (Crow/Cherokee) with Black Diamond 

Council Girl scout, Katelynn Edwards, 3rd Grade Brownie, Wilma Ballard's troop, 

Family Day 2011  (Permission on file) 
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Calendar of Events 

April 14th, 2012 

Wolf 5k 

Join us for our 2nd Annual event! 

May 26, 2012 

Festival of Trails 

Location: Downtown Bland on  

the Courthouse lawn 

Visit our booth! 

July 2012 

Family Day 

August 2012 

Local Crafter Sale 



Wolf Creek Indian Village Salutes its Volunteers 
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Every issue we will showcase the volunteers whom without their help, WCIV would not be here. Many should 

be recognized that have helped sustain and build Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum. To those of you in the 

beginning...WE THANK YOU! To those of you now, WE THANK YOU! And if you'd like information on 

becoming a volunteer please contact the museum at (276) 688-3438. 

 

The Longest Running Volunteer Career at Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum  

belongs to Virginia ñGinnyò Gills. 

 

Long before the plans were drawn up and implemented for the museum, long before the school groups and 

thousands of tourist showed up, Bland County residents, Ginny Gills and her husband Bill were involved with 

the Bland County Historical Society and their dream of the Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum project. 

 Twenty years later through all the changes WCIV has accomplished, she is still a vital active volunteer at the 

museum. ñMiss Ginnyò, as she is affectionately known, brings to Wolf Creek a continuity to the history of the 

place. ñI don't know how we could do this without Miss Ginny,ò says, Denise Smith, WCIV museum pro-

grams coordinator, ñShe says she is an old plain humble person. She quietly still retains the way to do things 

and brings younger folks up to speed when regular staff are busy. She can always be called on to help in any 

situation. She helps with the large school groups by leading them to the village and then helping them shop. 

She is like the rock that is always strong, always there and solid but you don't notice it until you need it and 

then she really shines. We owe her a great big debt of gratitude!ò 

ñI just like the history of it.ò  says Ginny when asked about Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum. ñIt's a his-

tory of our own, in this county. I am here because I would just like to see the museum just grow and the local 

people be able to take more advantage of having it here.ò 

 

Photo: Ginny Gills as a volunteer for WCIV at the Molly Tynes Ride in 2006 


