
The staff at Wolf Creek Indian Village & 
Museum are excited about the addition of 
a new general manager. Sam is a 2002 
graduate of Bland High School and a 2006 
graduate of Virginia Tech with a BS in 
Environmental Science.  He’s worked at 
Wolf Creek since the summer of 02.  “I 
worked throughout college here while out 
of school for summer vacation.  While 
working as a guide, I mostly did the Fire-
by-Friction, Flint Knapping, Tool Making, 
and Hide Tanning.  However, I’ve done 
all the tasks that we teach in the village 
(pottery, gardening, basket making, etc), 
explains the new manager, “Once, I had to 
climb a tree while trying to rescue a  
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visitor’s parrot that escaped, and I’ve been 
kicked out of my own mother’s house af-
ter skinning a skunk!” 
“My favorite thing about working at 
WCIV is the fact that I’m getting paid to 
do what I used to do as a kid,” Sam says, 
“Where else can you bang on rocks and 
play with dead animals, and get paid for 
it?  I would like to see this place become a 
destination for history and Native Ameri-
can enthusiasts, and become a major con-
tributor for Bland County's tourism ef-
forts.  I believe this place can provide a 
special educational experience for every-
one who visits.” 



Our History 

During the construction of Interstate 77, plans were made to re-channel Wolf Creek to make room for the Bastian, 
Virginia exit. During this process local resident Wayne Richardson contacted the then State Archeologist Howard 
MacCord about his suspicions of a Indian village site that would be disturbed by the construction of the interstate.  

In May 1970, Howard MacCord led the excavation of the site. The construction of the interstate was stopped for a 
very brief time to complete the dig. It was the first official state recognized archeology site (State # 44BD1)  in 
Bland County and named for Brown Johnston who owned the farm the site was located on.  The site gives a glimpse 
of a story of a people and their way of life long ago. 

In 1992, the community never forgot the memory of a village that had once stood in Bland County. Under the direc-
tion of George Schaeffer and members of the Bland County Historical Society a plan was implemented to create a 
museum dedicated to the history of the first Native American people who called the mountains of Bland County 
home. 

Funding was secured, community joined in and the village came back to life. In 1996, the re-creation of the village, 
based upon the archeology report, opened to the public. 

In October, 1998 the conventional museum building opened. In 2009, the Economic Development Authority took on 
the responsibility of operating the museum and is in the process of rebuilding the village. 

  In it's history, Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum has hosted visitors from just about every country and all 50 
states. Thousands of school age children have learned about First People history of the mountains and of the state of 
Virginia at Wolf Creek. 

Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum 

Our Mission 
To develop programs and projects to service the needs of students, scholars and visitors by maintaining two muse-
ums. A conventional museum and archive dedicated to American Indian Culture and research, with a re-created vil-
lage dedicated to the  preservation and interpretation of the Bland County Archeological site (44BD1 the Brown-
Johnston Site) on which the Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum was originally founded. 



Meet the Staff 
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Wolf Creek Indian Village is 
undergoing a facelift!   

 
Plan to visit us in the Spring to 
see what new structures have 

been built.  
 

The Village changes every 
day! 

Indian Village...rebuilt! 

Meet Denise Smith, Museum Programs Coordinator for Wolf Creek Indian Village & Mu-
seum. Denise's interest in the Brown-Johnston Archeology site goes back to 1970 as a 
young girl at the actual dig. Howard Mac Cord himself let her take a brush and clear dirt 
from one of the graves of a female. A small action that sparked a history bug gene that 
has become a lifetime of work. She has researched to understand the history of our area, 
of the Appalachian people, and of her own people. 
Denise graduated Emory & Henry College in 1993 with a degree in history. 
For several years she operated her own historical research business Round Mountain 
Generations, servicing clients in what she termed "genealogy tourism" part-time while 
working other jobs. She began as a volunteer guide at the museum in May 1999. “I just 
walked in and asked if they needed help. I wasn't planning on anything more than volun-
teering or at the most a part-time job. For a time my regular work interfered with my 
volunteering and I found myself working more for the village”, says Denise. 
“I am here because this museum is very special and unique in the history it represents in 
the area where it is located. In my own family genealogy research, early on, I realized 
there is a different historical record in Virginia past the Falls of the James River. Most of 
the history books I consulted when I wanted to learn anything about the Indians that 
were in this area of the state would have a map that said "the unknown tribes" or just 
state the Indians just used this area as a hunting ground.” 
Local History books tell the tales of "massacres" of European settlers' families but not 
much on who the Indians were that were involved, or how long they had lived there.  “I 
believe there are areas of research that we can follow to be able to write more than just 
"unknown" in the history books. The Village rebuild is a great example. By placing a post 
for every post on the archeology site map and replicating every feature, it forces us to 
question how they lived in these mountains and coves in the fifteenth century to where 
the Virginia Indians are today. Then to look under that layer for different periods of time 
going back thousands of years,” Denise explains. 
“As more research is conducted, we are finding we can expound on what we do know 
and fill many books on the subject of the Appalachian "unknown tribes". Wolf Creek is a 
wonderful museum to tell that story and I'm proud to be a part of it and want to be a 
part to make sure this work continues." 
Denise hopes that this museum will continue to grow and expand with more 
staff. "It is a very unique place to work. I have met people from all walks of life 
from all over the globe.  

I have seen a potential for this place to con-
tinue its outreach far and wide. Though we 
are a small museum in a very rural county, 
this museum has literally put this area on 
many maps from National Geographic to 
National Atlas." 
Denise resides in Rocky Gap and has two children, 
Josiah Smith and Jaime Williams (married to Timothy 
Williams). She has four grandchildren, Cheyenne, Scout, 
Ruger, and Cherokee Williams, and a partner, Eddie 
Atwell and a multitude of cats. 



Let’s plan a field trip! 

Thousands of students have toured Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum.  Students will 
see and feel what it was like in an Eastern Woodland Indian Village 500 years ago! 

Interpretive guides will lead them in a hands on exploration of living archeology skills that 
would have been needed by the Native Americans of the mountains of Virginia at that time 
period. 

The museum exhibits feature history of Native Americans from other regions of the coun-
try as well as Virginia Indians throughout the state of Virginia. 

This experience forms to the requirements of the Standards of Learning in Virginia and 
other school curriculum for all grades. 
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Prices are for pre-scheduled groups for 10 or more. 

Please call (276) 688-3438  or email us to schedule your group. 

School and Youth Group Rates 

• Students $6.00 
• Adults (one adult admitted free for every 10 students) 
• Additional Adults $7.00 
• Bus Driver-Free Admission 



In 2009, the Bland County Economic Development Au-
thority assumed ownership of the Wolf Creek Indian Vil-
lage & Museum.  In an effort to encourage local tourism, 
the EDA feels that the property is certainly worth the in-
vestment to Bland County. While some repairs and re-
modeling at the Indian Village are ongoing, improve-
ments can be noticed on any given day. Also, the gift 
shop has doubled its inventory in the last year, and offers 
an array of related items for sale.  

If you have visited the Village, you’ve certainly wit-
nessed the hard work of everyone involved, and can eas-
ily share in our excitement for the future of Wolf Creek 
Indian Village & Museum! 

The staff at Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum 
would like to send out a “Thank You” to members of 
the Bland County EDA. We appreciate your efforts 

over the last year! 

Did you know? 
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EDA members: 

Chair 

David Dillow 

Members 

John martin 

Linda townley 

Kevin may 

Harold Andrews 

Jim starks 

Joe carr 

 

Hours of  Operation 

♦ We are closed for the 2010 season, but will  

re-open April 1, for the 2011 season 




