
Greetings from Wolf Creek Indian Village and 

Museum!  The staff of WCIV is very excited 

about the start of our upcoming season.  We will 

be opening April 1st. Operating hours will be: 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday. 

To kick off our season, we will be hosting the 

first annual Wolf 5K Run/Walk on April 2nd and 

are expecting a great turn out.  If you are  

interested in participating, please visit our  

website, www.indianvillage.org. 

 

The staff of Wolf Creek Indian Village and  

Museum would like to offer a warm welcome to 

our two newest employees.  Caitlin Meadows 

will be working with us this season as part of the 

work study she is participating in through 

Wytheville Community College.  Stephanie 

Johnson is a recent graduate from Virginia Tech 

and will be serving as our new office assistant. 
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We are anticipating a busy season so donôt 

forget to schedule your school groups!   

WCIV has been very busy preparing for the  

approaching season.  Staff has been working on 

reestablishing gift shop merchandise, working 

on conventional artifact displays in the  

museum, as well as continuing the village  

rebuild.  We are very excited about the progress 

so far and are looking very forward to  

displaying to the public what we have been 

working so hard on and feel that it is going to 

be a very productive year! 

 

As always, we would like to thank you for your 

continued interest and support for Wolf Creek 

Indian Village and Museum, and are looking 

forward to seeing you April 1st! 

 
 



Our History  

During the construction of Interstate 77, plans were made to re-channel Wolf Creek to make room for the Bastian, 

Virginia exit. During this process local resident Wayne Richardson contacted the then State Archeologist Howard 

MacCord about his suspicions of a Indian village site that would be disturbed by the construction of the interstate.  

In May 1970, Howard MacCord led the excavation of the site. The construction of the interstate was stopped for a 

very brief time to complete the dig. It was the first official state recognized archeology site (State # 44BD1)  in 

Bland County and named for Brown Johnston who owned the farm the site was located on.  The site gives a glimpse 

of a story of a people and their way of life long ago. 

In 1992, the community never forgot the memory of a village that had once stood in Bland County. Under the direc-

tion of George Schaeffer and members of the Bland County Historical Society a plan was implemented to create a 

museum dedicated to the history of the first Native American people who called the mountains of Bland County 

home. 

Funding was secured, community joined in and the village came back to life. In 1996, the re-creation of the village, 

based upon the archeology report, opened to the public. 

In October, 1998 the conventional museum building opened. In 2009, the Economic Development Authority took on 

the responsibility of operating the museum and is in the process of rebuilding the village. 

  In it's history, Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum has hosted visitors from just about every country and all 50 

states. Thousands of school age children have learned about First People history of the mountains and of the state of 

Virginia at Wolf Creek. 

Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum 

Our Mission 

To develop programs and projects to service the needs of students, scholars and visitors by maintaining two muse-

ums. A conventional museum and archive dedicated to American Indian Culture and research, with a re-created vil-

lage dedicated to the  preservation and interpretation of the Bland County Archeological site (44BD1 the Brown-

Johnston Site) on which the Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum was originally founded. 
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Wolf Creek Indian 

Village is undergoing 

a facelift!   

 

Plan to visit us in the 

Spring to see what 

new structures have 

been built.  

 

 

Indian Village...rebuilt!  

Jo Phillips 

This is Joôs third season at Wolf Creek Indian Village and Museum. 

After taking care of her brother, Gabe, for eleven years, she felt lost 

when he passed away. ñHaving seen an ad in the Bland Messenger 

for a part-time tour guide, I took a chance on itò, Jo explains, ñto 

my surprise, I was hiredò. 

 

ñThis is my kind of place.  I love people of all ages.  Children keep 

you young.  I am the appointed youth volunteer coordinator.  I am a 

ñJo of all tradesò and the master of none.  My duties run from giv-

ing a tour, assisting in the gift shop, making bracelets and neck-

laces, making up gift bags and all around cleaning.  However, my 

number one job is keeping Sam Wright straight.ò  

 

ñOn the flip side, I have a wonderful husband, J.D. He is a correc-

tional officer at Bland Correctional Center.  Between us we have 

four children and six grandchildren.  We have the sweetest dog in 

Bland County, Princess, who has to have two insulin shots a day.ò 

 

Jo lives in Bland and attends the Bland Community Church. 

 

Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum is thankful for 

Jo and all she does! 



Letôs plan a field trip! 

Thousands of students have toured Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum.  Students will 

see and feel what it was like in an Eastern Woodland Indian Village 500 years ago! 

Interpretive guides will lead them in a hands on exploration of living archeology skills that 

would have been needed by the Native Americans of the mountains of Virginia at that time 

period. 

The museum exhibits feature history of Native Americans from other regions of the coun-

try as well as Virginia Indians throughout the state of Virginia. 

This experience forms to the requirements of the Standards of Learning in Virginia and 

other school curriculum for all grades. 
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Prices are for pre-scheduled groups for 10 or more. 

Please call (276) 688-3438  or email us to schedule your group. 

School and Youth Group Rates 

¶ Students $6.00 

¶ Adults (one adult admitted free for every 10 students) 

¶ Additional Adults $7.00 

¶ Bus Driver-Free Admission 

mailto:info@indianvillage.org?subject=Contact%20WCIV


 

 In rebuilding the village, there will be many structures that will need to be 

replenished with displays, as well as displays in the Museum. 

 

Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum appreciates any donations of items 

for display purposes that look as if they could have been from the time pe-

riod 1490 to 1530 A D, and of Native American style.  

 

If you are interested in donating handcrafted items, bone beads, baskets, 

please contact Denise Smith: dsmith@indianvillage.org 

Donating Items to Wolf Creek Indian Village & Museum 
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We will open for the 2011 season on: 

Friday, April 1st! 

WCIV would like to thank Tom Repass for the generous donation 

of a handcrafted hickory bow and arrow. 

Come by the museum to see his beautiful craftsmanship. 

We appreciate your generosity! 

mailto:dsmith@indianvillage.org
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Thank you! 

The museum has always been in the shadow of some very large beautiful 

trees. Several trees, unfortunately, at the end of their lifespan. Earlier this 

year, one in particular was leaning toward the statue end of the building. The 

trunk was hollowed out and rotten at the bottom with just a little life left at 

the top. Due to concerns about the tree falling onto the Gift Shop, it was de-

cided to remove the tree. Jack Agee arrived and donated his expertise and 

time to cut down the tree. Jack also helped identify and cut down a couple of 

other trees that were dangerous to ensure they caused no harm to visitors this 

summer or spring. We appreciate all of the time and resources he donated. 

     Thank you Jack! 


